
  

 

 

   

Cannabis  

GTIN Management Standard Rules  

Clarification Guide  
 

Version 1 



  

© 2024 GS1 Canada  Page 2 of 9 

 

Cannabis GTIN Management Clarification Guide 

Document Summary  

Document Item Current Value 

Document Name Cannabis GTIN Management Clarification Guide 

Document Date November 2024 

Document Version 1.0 

Document Issue Date December 23, 2024 

Document Description  This Canadian Cannabis guide is based on the GS1 GTIN 
Management Standard. It provides clarification on rules 2 & 4 of 
the GTIN Management Standard for the Cannabis community. 

Log of Changes 

Release Date Author Summary 

1.0 June 2024 R. Laur 
N. Golestani 

Document creation 

    

Disclaimer 

GS1 Canada®, under its IP Policy, seeks to avoid uncertainty regarding intellectual property claims by requiring the 
participants in the Work Group that developed this guide to agree to grant to GS1 members a royalty-free licence or a 
RAND licence to Necessary Claims, as that term is defined in the GS1 IP Policy. Furthermore, attention is drawn to the 
possibility that an implementation of one or more features of this Specification may be the subject of a patent or other 
intellectual property right that does not involve a Necessary Claim. Any such patent or other intellectual property right 
is not subject to the licencing obligations of GS1 Canada. Moreover, the agreement to grant licences provided under the 
GS1 Canada IP Policy does not include IP rights and any claims of third parties who were not participants in the Work 
Group. 

Accordingly, GS1 Canada recommends that any organization developing an implementation designed to be in 
conformance with this Specification should determine whether there are any patents that may encompass a specific 
implementation that the organisation is developing in compliance with the Specification and whether a licence under a 
patent or other intellectual property right is needed. Such a determination of a need for licencing should be made in 
view of the details of the specific system designed by the organisation in consultation with their own patent counsel. 

THIS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED “AS IS” WITH NO WARRANTIES WHATSOEVER, INCLUDING ANY WARRANTY OF 
MERCHANTABILITY, NONINFRINGMENT, FITNESS FOR PARTICULAR PURPOSE, OR ANY WARRANTY OTHER WISE 
ARISING OUT OF THIS SPECIFICATION. GS1 Canada disclaims all liability for any damages arising from use or misuse 
of this Standard, Management Guideline, whether special, indirect, consequential, or compensatory damages, and 
including liability for infringement of any intellectual property rights, relating to use of information in or reliance upon 
this document. 

GS1 Canada retains the right to make changes to this document at any time, without notice. GS1 Canada makes no 
warranty for the use of this document and assumes no responsibility for any errors which may appear in the document, 
nor does it make a commitment to update the information contained herein. 

GS1 Canada and the GS1 Canada logo are registered trademarks of GS1 Canada. 
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1.0 Prerequisite  

This document has been developed based on the GS1 GTIN Management Standard and 

its purpose is to provide information regarding the two GTIN Management Rules that 

the Cannabis community is implementing differently. 

Readers need to understand what a Global Trade Item Number (GTIN) is and how it is 

constructed. Additionally having a general understanding of GS1 GTIN Management 

Standard helps the users with reviewing this document. Therefore, it is recommended 

that before reviewing this document, familiarize yourself with GS1 Canada GTIN page 

and GS1 GTIN Management Standard to learn about GTINs and how they are managed. 

2.0 GTIN Management - Introduction 

The GS1 GTIN Management Standard is designed to help industries make consistent 

decisions about the unique identification of trade items in the global supply chain. This 

standard has been developed in accordance with the GS1 Global Standards Management 

Process (GSMP) and is considered a part of the GS1 system of standards. For additional 

information review GS1 GTIN Management Standard. 

This Cannabis guide is built based on the GS1 GTIN Management Standard and is 

created to support the Canadian cannabis community with identification of Cannabis 

products using GS1 Standards. 

2.1 Guiding principles/Business objectives of changing a GTIN 

The GTIN Management Standard provides a global industry standard to create practical 

business and consumer value, specifically when pre-defined information changes on an 

existing product or when a new product is introduced to the supply chain for the first 

time.  

The following guiding principles should be considered by any brand owner when 

introducing changes to an existing product and when developing a GTIN assignment 

strategy for a new product.  

1. Is a consumer and/or trading partner expected to distinguish the changed or new 

product from previous/current products?  

2. Is there a regulatory/liability disclosure requirement to the consumer and/or trading 

partner?  

3. Is there a substantial impact to the supply chain (e.g., how the product is shipped, 

stored, received)? 

At least one of the guiding principles must apply for a GTIN change to be required. 

2.2 GS1 standards and legal/regulatory compliance 

The GTIN Management Standard represents minimum requirements. Please be advised 

that all Canadian legal and regulatory requirements supersede the GTIN Management 

Standard. 

https://www.gs1.org/1/gtinrules/en/
https://www.gs1.org/1/gtinrules/en/
https://gs1ca.org/standards/gtin/
https://www.gs1.org/1/gtinrules/en/
https://www.gs1.org/1/gtinrules/en/
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2.3 GTIN Management Standard and brand owner discretion 

The GTIN Management Standard shares minimum requirements to change a GTIN. 

Brand owners may change the GTIN as often as they think is appropriate based on their 

needs, their customers and/or their trading partner needs.  

3.0 GS1 GTIN Management Rules List 

This is a list of the 10 GTIN Management Rules currently used globally and nationally: 

1. New product introduction 

2. Declared formulation or functionality 

3. Declared net content 

4. Dimensional or gross weight change 

5. Add or remove certification mark 

6. Primary brand 

7. Time critical or promotional product 

8. Pack/case quantity 

9. Predefined assortment 

10. Price on pack 

 

Rules 2 & 4 are implemented differently in the cannabis sector and currently they are 

under cannabis community discussion. The following sections contain information 

about these two rules.  

3.1 GTIN Management Rules 2 & 4 

This document provides specific information regarding rules 2 and 4 of the GTIN 

Management Standards as the Canadian Cannabis community is implementing 

differently. To review the full list of 10 GS1 GTIN Management Rules see the GS1 

GTIN Management Standard. 

  

https://www.gs1.org/1/gtinrules/en/rule/264/new-product-introduction
https://www.gs1.org/1/gtinrules/en/rule/263/declared-formulation-or-functionality
https://www.gs1.org/1/gtinrules/en/rule/266/declared-net-content
https://www.gs1.org/1/gtinrules/en/rule/265/dimensional-or-gross-weight-change
https://www.gs1.org/1/gtinrules/en/rule/267/add-or-remove-certification-mark
https://www.gs1.org/1/gtinrules/en/rule/268/primary-brand
https://www.gs1.org/1/gtinrules/en/rule/269/time-critical-or-promotional-product
https://www.gs1.org/1/gtinrules/en/rule/270/packcase-quantity
https://www.gs1.org/1/gtinrules/en/rule/271/predefined-assortment
https://www.gs1.org/1/gtinrules/en/rule/272/price-on-pack
https://www.gs1.org/1/gtinrules/en/
https://www.gs1.org/1/gtinrules/en/
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3.2 Rule #2: Declared formulation or functionality 

3.2.1 GS1 GTIN Management Standard Rule Definition 

“Functionality” is defined as the particular use or set of uses for which 

something is designed.  

“Formulation” is defined as a list of the ingredients or components used to 

create a trade item.  

A change to the formulation or functionality that affects the legally required 

declaration (printed on the product package); and where the brand owner 

expects the consumer or trading partner to distinguish the difference, requires 

a new GTIN. Both conditions (the “formulation or functionality” and the “brand 

owner expectation”) must be met to require the assignment of a new GTIN.  

 

Example: 

Current Formulation                                                     New Formulation 

 

 

3.2.2 Canadian Cannabis community position 

Applicable Categories 

The Canadian Cannabis community will follow the Declared formulation or 

functionality rule for the following cannabis product categories:  

• Extracts (ingestible & inhalable) 

• Topicals,  

• Edibles,  

New GTIN 
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• Beverages and  

• Accessories 

 

Not Applicable  

Declared Formulation or Functionality Rule will not apply to the two 

categories below: 

 

• Seeds 

• Dried Cannabis  

 

 

Examples: 

 

The change in THC amount in a beverage as shown below requires a new GTIN. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.2.1 Hierarchy level of GTIN change 

For the product categories that you are assigning a new GTIN 

• The GTIN change must occur at the retail consumer trade item or base unit 

level. 

 

• A unique GTIN is assigned at every existing level of the packaging hierarchy 

above the retail consumer trade item or base unit level.  

 

 

Guiding Principles  Impact Level 

      

    New GTIN    New GTIN 

3.2.2.2 Additional information  

■ Functionality references the changes to content (e.g., concentrated, added 

features), not changes to the packaging. 

Consumer Regulatory Supply Chain Item Level Higher Packaging Levels 

THC: 0.00 to 0.10 mg 
CBD: 25.00 mg 

 

 

 

New GTIN 

THC: 10.00 mg 
CBD: 25.00 mg 
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■ Minor changes to functionality are those which are not perceptible to the 

consumer. 

■ New GTIN assignment is NOT required when declaring existing functionality that 

was previously present, but not declared on the package, and is now being 

marketed on new packaging. 

■ Local, national, or regional regulations may require more frequent GTIN changes. 

These regulations have precedence over the rules provided within the GTIN 

Management Standard. 

3.3 Rule #4: Dimensional or gross weight change  

3.3.1 GS1 GTIN Management Standard Rule Definition  

A change to a physical dimension, on any axis, or gross weight over 20%, requires 

assignment of a new GTIN. 

 

  

3.3.2 Canadian Cannabis community position 

Canadian Cannabis community does not follow this rule currently as this sector is 

relatively new and the product packaging is changing constantly due to the nature of 

the products and the impact of the 2020-2022 pandemic that resulted in loss of 

business for some packaging suppliers resulting in extensive changes in the cannabis 

product packaging.  

Example of packaging changes: 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.2.1 Hierarchy level of GTIN change 

For the product categories that you are assigning a new GTIN 

10 CM 

6 CM 

Changed to 
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• The GTIN change must occur at the retail consumer trade item or base unit 

level. 

 

• A unique GTIN is assigned at every existing level of the packaging hierarchy 

above the retail consumer trade item or base unit level.  

 

Guiding Principles  Impact Level 

      

    New GTIN    New GTIN 

 

Note:  

The Cannabis Community will review these rules every year as part of the GS1 

Canada Cannabis Work Group Agenda to plan following these rules in the future.  

 

4.0 Questions? 

For additional information relating to the GTIN Management Standard contact 

info@gs1ca.org. 

 

Consumer Regulatory Supply Chain Item Level Higher Packaging Levels 

mailto:info@gs1ca.org

